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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


‘Tue Almorah Akhbér ‘of the 15th July, in 4 communicat- 
ed article, regrets that, while in the Kumaon District a cart- 


road has been constructed from Ramnuggur to Almorah pass- 
ing through Raneekhet, and another from Huldwani to Ny- 
nee Tal, and it is in contemplation to build a tramway 
from Ramnuggur to Nynee Tal, the district of Gurhwal has 
been entirely neglected by Government in this respect. In 
the writer’s opinion, if a cart-road were to be constructed from 
Ramnuggur to Lohwa vid Mohan, Bhikya Sen, and Guraee, 
and another from Lohwa to Neet Ghat, the people of Gurh- 
wal would derive much benefit, ‘and trade with Thibet could 
easily be carried on. 


The Vidydé Vilds, of the 17th July, learns from a corres- . 
pondent that under the orders of the Deputy Commissioner, 
six or seven persons have been nominated specially for writing 
petitions of appeals,—a duty hitherto performed)by arzee nuveeses 
This is said to -liave given the people cause for complaint, 
especially as the new nominees are very exacting from liti- 
gants. In the writer’s opinion, it would be well if the order 
passed in 1858 by the then Judicial Commissioner of the Pun- 
jab relating to the writing of petitions of plaints, and of ap- 
peals, were restored. : 
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The Roendmcha of the same date, in its local news columns, 
states that a short time ago a Brahman named Dunnee Pathuk; 
who lived in. Mouzah Kumhraon, and was the village priest, 
owed Rs. 1-8-0 to Thakoor Pirthee Pal Singh, Talookdar of 
Bheekumpore in Tehseel Muleehabad (Lucknow), the same 
bein g the balance of rent due by him. The Thakoor for- 
cibly took possession of a pair of shutters, a hoe, and a brass 
vessel belonging to the Brahman, in spite of the man’s promises 
to pay the amount. Cut to the heart by this, the priest 
committed suicide at the Thakoor’s door. A report was made 
to the local police, and an Inspector went to make enquiries ; 
but for reasons not known the matter was hushed up, and 
the corpse of the deceased buried two days after the suicide 
was committed, although the fact that before the enquiries 
were instituted, the Thakoor tried to satisfy the heirs of ‘the 
deceased by aon an offer of a few beegahs of land, would 
seem to show that there was s' something at the bottom of the 
affair. 


a Editor also invites attention to the dangerous state of 
one of the minarets of a mosque in the city of Lucknow. 


Should it fall the Hindoo temple anaes itt 18 sure » to be des- 
troyed. 


The AiSdné-Anjumen-t-Punidh, of the 18th J uly, regrets 
to find that the strong fortress passing by the name of Tara- 
gurh, which is situated on a hill near Ajmere, should be fall- 
ing into ruins without any steps being taken by Government 
for repairing it, In the Editor’s opinion Government ought 
to utilize strongholds such as this, which lie in Central Raj- 
putana. 


‘The Laiwrence Gazette, of the same date, has a communicat- 
ed article’ on the dishonesty of the employés of the Opium 
Agency at’ Ghazeepore. _ The writer begins by saying 
that an article lately appeared in the Pioneer on this 
subject, which at the time appeared to him to be unwarranted 
by facts, but which experience has shown to be perfectly true. 
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ft is a fact that some of the employés of this office are in the 
habit. of cheating Government. by entering more than the ac- 
tual weiglit. and .price of the opium. purchased against the — 
names of the cultivators, arid by that means takitig more money 
from Government than is actually payable to the latter: 
The writer illustrates this by an instance which came to notice 
recently. The gomdshta of: the Opium Factory at Zumanees 
entered Rs. 300 instead of "s. 100 as the price of the opiuni 
purchased from a cultivator, and payment was miade accord- 
ingly. On the next day, the goomasiia asked the cultivator to 
vive him a share in the extra Rs. 200, on which the latter re- 
ported the whole matter to the Opium Agent. That officer 
ordered the last two years’ accounts of the goomashia to be fur- 
ther examined, when embez%lements to the extent of Rs. 13,000 
‘were discovered, and also of Rs. 4,000 in the accounts of mo- 
hurrir of the Factory. 

The writer expresses his regret at this state of things, and 
warns the authorities to take the necessary precautions in 
order to avoid a recurrence of such dishonesty in future. 


___ In the opinion of the Editor of the Lawrence Gazette, in all 
revenue departments such as the one under notice, Government 
ought to appoint inspectors to exercise supervision over the 
employés connected with them, who should be required to fur- 
nish security, and be held responsible for the accounts, &c., of 
their subordinates. By adopting this plan, embezzlements 
‘would be effectually put a stop to. The Editor adds, that to 
take securities from persons employedin revenue departments 
is an old custom of the country, which ought aint to be 
adhered to. 

A Ghazeepore correspondent of the Rohilkhund Akhbar, of 
the 19th July, in noticing the same subject, draws attention 
to a bad system said to be in force in the Opium Department, 
viz., thatthe papers containing accounts of advances of . money 
‘&c., relating to cultivators are destroyed after every second 
year, in consequence of which the balances of previous years, 
cannot be tested. : 
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The Lawrence Gazette, of the 18th July, in its local news 
columns, states that while formerly Hindoostanees were not 
allowed to pass on the thundee suruk in a conveyanee, the 
‘Cantonment Magistrate of Meerut has now passed an order 
prohibiting them from even walking on it on foot. 


_ A prohibition has also been issued by the Magistrate 
against the sounding of any instrument of music, such as a 
drum, &c., within the limits of the Cantonment. 


The Roznémcha of the 19th July, in its columns of local 
news, notices a charge made by the wife of a European soldier 
of the Lucknow Cantonment against a dealer, which was late- 
ly brought before the Cantonment Magistrate. The particulars 
were these. The man went to the Cantonment to sell stock- 
ings, and was arrested by order of the lady, who reported to 
the Colonel that the prisoner wished to commit adultery with 
her, and had offered her thesumof Rs. 25. The officer despatch- 
ed the aecused to the Cantonment Magistrate, who sentenced 
him to two years’ imprisonment, and a fine of Rs. 25; although, 
according to the statement of the accused, the case was simply 
this :—A dispute arose between him and the Iady as to the 
price of the stockings, the latter being intent on paying less 
than the price demanded, to which he did not agree ; and this 
‘led the lady to make the aforesaid charge against him. 


The Editor in reviewing the case thinks it most unlikely 
that a poor dealer, who earned his livelihood by going about 


to sell plockings, should a have attempted to commit the alleged 
crime. 


The Koh-i-Nur of the same date, in its local news columns, 
‘notices the destruction of a large number of houses in the 


city of Lahore by the recent heavy rain. A few persons are 
also said to have been killed. | 


_ The Editor also notices the bad state as regards conservan- 


cy of the mohullah passing by the name of Huwelee Miyan 


Khan in Lahore, and invites the attention of the Municipal 
Committee to it. a 
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, The Agra Akhbdr, of the 20th.July, has an ingenious 
article on Hindee versus Oordoo, in the form of an appeal to 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West on the part of 


the latter, both Oordoo and Hindee being personified. The 
appeal runs thus:— 


“ Hon'ble Sir,—The Hindee or Nagree characters, and the 
Bhasha language, having formed a conspiracy are intent on 
bringing false charges against. me, and, by banishing me from 
the country, think to usurp the domain which has been my 
uncontested right from time immemorial. Various false and 
forged pleas and arguments are being invented by my 
adversaries. The main charge brought against me is that 
I am foreign to this country, although it is clear as day-light 
—and your Honor is personally aware of the fact~-that Hin- 
doostan is my birth-place. Itook rise here several hundred 
years ago, and, from the date of my coming into existence to 
the present time, I have been steadily increasing in civilization, 
refinement, and all kinds of excellencies, and have been called 
by honorable and dignified names and titles. With the excep- 
tion of my adversaries,—and they, too, have become hostile 
only very recently,—I have been universally commended and 
have been mentioned with approbation by all. It cannot be 
denied that, while some trace my origin from Sanskrit, others 
determine Arabic, Persian, and Sanskrit to be my common 
parents; but this difference cannot injure my cause, since 
it does not prove me to be alien to Hindoostan. But even 
supposing this were the case, is it a sufficient reason that 
my ancient rights should be trampled under foot, and I myself 
banished from the country? It might equally well be urged 
that as the Europeans are a foreign people, they have no 
right. to rule over India. In short, the mere fact of my 


being a foreigner can be no reason why I should be superseded 
‘by my rival. 


‘¢ Many years ago the Persian language, of which I am the 
substitute and successor, fell into disuse, Probably, consider- 
ing this as an auspicious omen for them, and an inauspicious 
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‘one for me, my: rivals have given me the namé of. Persian, 
although I.am ‘quite a distinct language. I have no doubt 
adopted the’ Persian character, but for this reason alene I 
cannot be called Persian any more than the Bhasha: language 
can be called Sanskrit, from being written in the Sanskrit chas 
—mracter.: . : 

* “Nor can I be displaced on the score of superamnuation 
under the 55 years’ rule; seeing—(1) that when itis remem- 
bered that I shall last for ever, I must be said to be as yet only 
in the prime of my youth, if not in infancy ; and (2) that the 
55 years’ rule is no longer rigidly applied, and that the capacity 
‘for the discharge of public duties—which I possess so pre-emi- 
nently, and which, unlike my superannuated rival, will continue 
gathering strength with the progress of time—ntust in common 
fairness outweigh all considerations as to age. But even assum- 
‘ing that the rule could be applicable to me, in that case some 
‘hewer tongue than my rival, compared with whom I am, 


according to his own showing, a mere child, — totake my 
“place. : a 


‘ ; 


“ Again, it is alleged that the character I am written in 
ccantiot be read with facility. This surely can be no fault 
of mine, or of the character, but of the writers. Were Hin- 
dee to be written carelessly, it would be equally illegible. 
So also it is the fault of the writers if they use hard Arabic 
and Persian words which are quite unnecessary. I could be 
to blame only in case my use were impossible without them. 


“ Lastly, it is urged my character affords room to dishonest 
persons to practise fraud and forgery. This, too, is a ground- 
‘less imputation. There is no character in which forgery is 
‘impossible, and mine is ‘no worse than others in this respect. 

“I need not enumerate here the benefits derived from my 


use, for fear of it being construed as egotism, 1 therefore leave 
‘it to your Honor to judge of them.” | 


The Nur-ul-Absdr, of the lst August, devotes 1 a leoder to 
the same subj ect. The Editor deplores the fate which has at 
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present befallen the Oordoo language, as much through the 
capricious’ whims. and: fancies of some of the authorities as 
on account of ‘the question which has recently been raised, as 
to whether it or the Hindee should be the Court language: 
He throws the whole blame of this on the authorities. 
It was progressing quietly in its own way: when they,.not | 
eontent- with ruling over the people, took a fancy to lord it 
over their languagealso. Worse still, one governor approves 
of the vulgar and common style, when another comes who 
has a-taste for fine and elegant diction. Then, again, while 
some are of opinion that it is quite possible to teach the Euro- 
pean sciences through the medium of the vernacular, others 
think it incapable of being. used for that purpose. 


The writer regrets that, while at one time there were offi- 
cers who had the Indian Penal Code translated in Oordoo, 
and preferred Arabic words for expressing the law technica- 
lities in the translation, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
should take a fancy to have the same technicalities expressed 
in a language which may be intelligible to the vulgar, Simi- 
lar reforms are contemplated in the Oordoo books taught in 
the Government schools, which cost learned men so much 
pains to prepare. The technicalities, &., used in the books 
are disliked, and it is intended to coin new expressions in their 
stead. Such whims are sure to undermine the very. founda- 
tion of Oordoo, which has been laid and strengthened. with 80 
much difficulty and continu ous exertion. The Editor proceeds 
to give a brief history of the growth of the language, and 
the difficulties which had to be encountered in bringing it to 


perfection, and thinks it a great pity that attempts should now 
be made to cause its disuse. a 


The Agra Akhbdr, of the 20th Ji uly, « devotes a leader to the 
often-mooted question of the amalgam ation of Oudh with the 
North-Western Provinces. The Editor begins by | expressing 
his regret that an able and economical'statesman such’ as Tord 
Northbrook should have - yielded te the opinton of the Oudh 
authorities and shelved'such an important question, even for a 
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time. In his opinion thememorial of the Talookdars of Oudh,. 
in which they deprecated’ the proposal may have been. dictated. 
by patriotism, but he thinks it not unlikely - that their. prayer, 
that the Province should not be-amalgamated with the North- 
West was preferred simply in order to please the Oudh autho- 
rities, if not at their instance. No wise or experienced man, 
‘says he, “would wish that a large portion of the imperial 
revenues should be uselessly wasted, while the people are so 
heavily taxed.’ His object in saying this is not that on the 
proposed amalgamation taking place, Allahabad should continue 
to be the seat of Government; though, if some districts of the 
Central Provinces are likewise ceded to the North-West, and 
a few of those belonging to the latier transferred to the Punjab, 
Allahabad would still be the central city. He contends that 
the existing division of Hindoostan into Provinces is defective, 
It multiplies the work of the Supreme Government, and takes 
up much of the Governor-General’s time; while it is the cause 
of a large portion of the Indian finances being uselessly wast- 
ed, and prevents the education of the people from being pro- 
perly undertaken. Moreover, the proposed change will remove | 
the disadvantages under which the pene of the Non-re gula- 
tion Provinces now labour. _ 


The writer adds, that the amalgamation of Oudh further 
appears to be desirable as it is physically a part of the North- 
Western Provinces, and he therefore thinks thaton the amal- 


gamation taking place, the name ‘‘ North-Western Provinces” 
need not be altered. 


All things considered the Editor believes that Sir William 
Muir’s suggestion is well worthy of being adopted, and he 
hopes that the Viceroy will reconsider the question, and that 


the attention of the Secretary of State. and the Indian Finance 
Committee will also be directed to it. 


The Roznamchaof the 21st J uly, in its local news columns, 
notices an important case of ‘theft, said to have happened at 
the house of a moonshee oupioved ' in the school of the Maha- 
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rajah of Bulrampore, situated in Mohullah ‘Charbagh, near 
Moulvie Gunj (Lucknow). . Money, ornaments, and other pro- 
perty, together with all the things prepared for an appr caching 
sori idiiidamaats at Re. 1,000—were stelen: =: 


‘the Editor asertben such cases to the existence of the shops 
for the sale of mudduck and chundoo in the city. There is one 
such shop in the rear of the house where the theft took place, 
and several others in Moulvie Gunj, where a clandestine sale 
of these drugs is carried on. Some of the shops are quite 
‘empty, while in others there are a few bottles full of bad oil or 
water. N otwithstanding the order of Government that all 
shops for the sale of intoxicating drugs should be closed at 
8 PM, those in question remain open the whole day and 
ni ight, i at each of them a number of bad characters are at 
all times to be seen. The writer wonders that the authorities 
should take no notice of this. 


Fhe Puttiala Akhbér, of the same date, states on the autho- 
rity of a correspondent, that the road leading from Mobulla 
Aurangabad and Chet Gunj to the Cutcherry in the city of 
Benares is in a disgraceful state, and draws the attention of the 
Municipal Committee to the necessity of repairing it. 


A correspondent of the Akhydr-ul-Akhbdy, of the 22nd July, 
gives further particulars as te the misappropriation of the 
endowments made by the late kings of Oudh for the mainte- 
nance of the Kurbala, a Mahomedan school, and other religious 
and charitable purposes. The writer begins by expressing his 
regret that .a building such as the Kurbula, for the annual 
repairs of which alone Rs. 4,000 are provided in the will, while 
Rs. 51,348 per annum—i.e., Rs. 4,279 per mensem—are given 
for all other expenses connected with the institution, including 
the cost of the maintenance of the ‘school, and the servants’ 
pay, should be left unrepaired. He goes on to say there may 
possibly be some difficulty in proving that the annual endow- 
ment of Rs. 5,000 for certain holy places was actually made, a8 
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also is the case with another endowment for Rs. 5,000 intended 
as a reward to pilgrims, although a reference to the authorities 
at Bagdad, and the account books of Lala Baij Nath, will fully 
establish the fact, About other items there can be no dispute. . 
For instance, no one can feel any hesitation in asserting that 
the monthly items of Rs. 40 and Rs. 9, provided in the will as 
the monthly pay of the establishments for beating the drums 
‘at the gate of the Kurbula and striking the hours, are embez- 
zled by the trustees, as the sound of the drums or of the bell 
isnever heard, Similarly, who, that pays a visit. to Hosseina- 
bad, and sees thetank, baths, &c., belonging to it, lying out of 
repair, can doubt for a moment that the fund dedicated for the 
maintenance of that institution is misappropriated. } 


The writer concludes by expressing a hope that, after 3 
reference to the will of the late Maryam Makani, and the agree- 
ments entered into between her and the Government, which 
positively debar the trustees from all right to make any alter- 
ation in the provisions of the will, Government will do full 
justice in the matter. He adds, that on. an enquiry being made 
from the Account Department, it will become manifest that 19 
Promissory Notes of the value of Rs. 13,00,000—vzz., 18 notes 
amounting to Rs. 8,00,000, and one of Rs. 5,00,000—were be- 
queathed by. Maryam Makani. 


A correspondent of the Shola-i-Tur, of the same date, 
remarks on the need of laying down some rule in order to 
ensure the safe delivery of paid letters, &., most of which, under 
the existing arrangements, either do not ‘uih the addressees 
at all, or are delivered to them long after the proper time. 


The writer also takes exception to the order according té 
which purchasers of postage stamps are no longer to ‘be 
allowed a commission. As might be expected, the order has 
had the effect of putting a stop to the sale of stamps by private 
individuals in markets. “They will now be procurable only at 
post-offices, which will cause great i inconvenience to the. public: 
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-- The Rozndmeha, of the same date, complains of the mis- 
mariagement of the Medical School attached to the Bulrampore 
Hospital at-Lucknow, and urgés on the Local Government the 
need of adopting ‘such measures.as it may think proper, in 
order that thie object with which the school has been established 
by the founder may not be defeated, and the sum so liberally 
spent by him on the institution wasted. Among other sugges- 
tions, the Elitor would point out—(1) the need of exercising 
discretion in the selection of probationers, who, he thinks, ought 
to have some knowledge of English, so as to be able to under- 
stand the technicalities of the medical science; and (2), the ne- 
cessity of holding out some encouragement to the students, by 
laying down a rule entitling those who complete the prescribed 
term to get the appointments of Native doctor, hospital as- 
sistant,€&c., in the Medical Department. 


The same paper, ‘of the 23rd July, again invites the atten- 
tion of the authorities of Lucknow to the need of taking steps 
for putting a stop to the robberies committed by bad characters 
in some of the streets of that city. Only lately a person was 
attacked by budmashes near the iron bridge, who, after beat- 
ing him with lathies, robbed him of Rs. 400, which he had with 


him, and then made off. 


The Akhbdér-i-Alam, of the 24th July, has an article on 
the killing of dogs. _ Inall cities and large towns these ani- 
mals are at certain seasons of the year killed by order of Go- 
vernment. The Editor views the practice with great d isfavour, 
_and says it is a breach of the municipal rule, according to which 
it is unlawful to torture any.animal within the municipal limits, 
and is also at variance: with the Indian Penal Code, which pro- 
hibits the commission of any act which may be a public nui- 
sance, or be the cause of popular disgust and disaffection. 
Moreover, the practice is injurious in a political point of view, 
and sometimes leads to a disturbance, the consequences of which 
may one day prove to be serious as in Delhi only recently, — 
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All things considered, the Editor is strongly of opinion that 
a general order should be passed by the Governor-General in 
Council prohibiting the killing of dogs. Any dog which may 
become mad should of course be put to death. 

The writer also thinks that the order: of the Municipality 
of Delhi, that dogs wearing collars, supplied by it at.the rate 
- of 9 annas each, should: not: be: killed, is highly objection-. 
able, and must have been made simply for the sake of profit. 
He thinks Government should see to this. _ | 


The Nur-ul-Absdr, of the 1st August, devotes aleading arti- 
cle to the same subject. The Editor begins by mentioning 
the virtues of the dog, and the fact of its being a faithful friend 
and useful assistant of man, and goes on to say that it is for 
this reason that it isa favourite with Englishmen, and is also: 
loved by Hindoostanées, with this difference that the latter, 
on account of being poorer, and because of the animal being 
regarded as impure in their religion, do not keep separate 
dogs of their own, nor become so attached to them as EKaro- 
peans. They keep one or two dogs in each mohulla, which all 
the inhabitants contribute to support. These dogs serve a very 
useful purpose by being as it were the watchmen of the mohul- 
Ja, and accordingly their killing is extremely distasteful to 
the people, while it greatly facilitates thefts. They are of 
course in the habit of barking at an Englishman on account 
of his strange appearance, just as the dogs kept by the Eng- 
lish bark at the Native gentlemen who go to see them at 
their bungalows ; and it is for this reason that the authorities 
order them tobekilled. This is certainly unjust and too severe 
a punishment. 


The Editor proceeds to say that it is a great pity that the 
Municipal Commissioners of cities, who aré Natives and are 
acquainted with Indian customs and usages, and know how 
useful dogs are, should acquiesce in a proposal for killing 
them. The practice is extremely disliked by the people in 
general, and though through fear of Government, or obedi- 
ence to its orders, they submit to it, it sometimes leads | to a 
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serious disturbance, as was the case at Muttra a few years ago, 

and only recently at Delhi. The writer gives a brief account 
of the emeute which took place in the latter city, showing 
how collars of a particular kind were supplied to the people 
by the Municipality at a fixed price, with directions to put them 
round the necks of their dogs, so that they might be distin- 
quished from stray dogs ; how the kunjurs, who were appoint- 
ed by the local authorities, attempted to kill one notwith- 
standing that it had a collar on, and struck a Mussalman who 
opposed them, This conduct of the kunjurs disgusted the 
people so much that they shut up their shops ; but the autho- 
rities instead of doing justice fined them for their supposed 
disobedience’ to orders. 


In the Editor’s opinion, the course adopted by the autho- 
rities was unjustifiable, and he regrets that through their igno- 
rance of Indian habits and customs they should have been led 
to regard the shutting up of shops as a proof of disobedience 
on the part of the people, when in reality the latter by so 
doing simply meant that the authorities should take due no- 
tice of the case, and should know that the killing of dogs is. 
disliked by the people generally. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd, of the 24th July, repeats com- 
plaints as to the filthy state of the lanes of the city of Benares, 
and points out the need of covering the drain on either 
side of the new road passing through the city, and: of repair- 
ing the conduit in mohulla Nundun Sah, which is said to have 
become uncovered 1 in some places. 


It also points out the necessity of removing the taverns in 
the city beyond its limits on sanitary grounds, | 


The same paper states that the inhabitants of Loodhiana 
keep their daughters unmarried till the age of 80 or 40, and 
post guards to prevent them from being led astray. 


j 


_A Ghazeepore. correspondent of the Lawrence Gazette, of 
the 25th July, states that in conducting enquiries into a case. 
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of theft which lately happened near that city, the police used 
great severity to the persons: who were ‘ suspected to be con- 
cerned inthe crime. They arrested several innocent men, and. 
even went so far as to inflict the most excruciating tortures 
on some. poor persons by tying them to a charpoy and then 
whipping them in order to extorta confession. Some even 
threw themselves into:a well to escape the disgrace. 


The correspondent considers this conduct of the police 
highly objectionable, and thinks that a general order should 
be passed by Government strictly prohibiting the police against 
using force in order to extort a confession, and directing them 
to trace or investigate criminal cases simply by clever and 
skilful contrivances, or other simple means. 


_ Another abuse, to which the writer would also invite at- 
tention, is the employment of notorious budmashes as chowkee- 
dars in some villages of the district. 


The Punjabi Akhbar of the 26th July, in its local news 
eolumns, takes notice of an important theft by means of burg- 
lary, which took place in Tuksalee Durwaza (Lahore). Money, 
ornaments, and other valuables, estimated in allat Rs. 5,000, 
are said to have been lost. Three persons were concerned in 
the crime, of ‘whom one has been arrested, and some of the 
stolen property was found on him. 


The Editor also states that the Missionaries who preach 
Christianity i in the different parts of Lahore are apt to treat 
their audience uncivilly. He thinks such a practice danger- 


ous in a political point of view, besides being prej judicial to 
‘the spread of Christianity. 


The. Koh-i-Nur, of the same date, invites the attention of 
the police at Lahore to the bad habit, in which the sellers of 
vessels made of brass and other metals are said to indulge, 
of using indecent language towards their customers of. both 

sexes, and treating. them. badly in other ways. They have 
‘formed a kind of league among themselves, on account. of 


Hf 
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which the poor customers have no resource. but to bear’ the 
insults inflicted on them with patience. 


‘The Akmal-ul- Akhbar, of the 27th July, notices two cases. 3 of 
theft said: to have happened in the city of Delhi. One of 
these took place at the house of one Nunnhe Mul, from which 
ornaments worth Rs. 1,300 were stolen; in the’ other case 
Daya Ram, a Cashmeeree, lost money and ornaments valued 


at Rs. 130. 


The Oudh Akhbar, of the 29th July, in its column of local 
news, states that Thakoor Ishree Singh, Talookdar of Kanh- 
mow, who is now a prisoner in the Lucknow Jail, objected to 
submit to the drudgery of grinding corn, but was obliged to 
give way on being ordered to be flogged in case of his persist- 
ing in his refusal. | : 


The Editor regrets that Native prisoners of respectable ~ 
families should have no regard shown to them in Jail, and 
be subjected to the punishments of flogging and grinding 
corn, which are felt extremely degrading by them. pape 


_ The same paper, of the 1st August, suggests that, since 
icc cannot authoritatively interfere in the prices 
of food grains, which are growing higher and higher day 
by day, and are raised by the bunneahs at will, it would do 
well to take upon itself the cultivation of such tracts of 
land as are left uncultivated in every harvest season, as well. 
as of waste lands, which under the new Act are deemed Gov- 
ernment property, and sell the produce at a proper price— 
a plan which will compel grain-dealers to lower their rates, 
while it will serve to increase the produce of grain in the | 


Conny, 


In its correspondence columns the same paper has the 
following : — 


Etah. —Mail robberies are frequent in this district, one 
or two cases occurring every year. A: case: happened only. 
recently. The authorities. should see to this, =... 
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Two bullock-train carts have lately been plundered near 
Mouzah Asrowlee, Pergunnah Etah. The robbers were armed, 
and wounded a guard accompanying one of the carte, and 
others besides. 


Benares.—The daring of iad dumausiens has veniieed to an 
extreme height. If any complaint is made against them to the 
Kotwal, he refers it to his Naib who takes a bribe, which is 
afterwards divided between him and the Kotwal, and then 
dismisses the complainant without any satisfaction. 


Jugun Nath, resident of Mobulla Tondya, is now-a-days 
the ringleader of the bad characters. He is a favourite of 
the Kotwal, who uses his conveyances gratis. With a band 
of budmashes he frequents Mohulla Dal-ki-Mandee, which 
is inhabited by prostitutes, and insults all persons who pass 
that way. a. i 


A prostitute’s housa is situated close to the kotwalee, and 
a-fight with knives is said to have taken place there among 


the budmashes, without any notice of it being taken by the 
police. ; 


Umritsur.——A seit has been cruelly serdeved by 
strangulation for the sake of her ornaments. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN) 


The Agra Akhbar, of the 20th July, praises the energy and 
activity displayed by the Nawab of Loharoo and his employés 
on the occasion of the recent attack on the Government mail- 
cart by a party of dacoits at a distance of two miles from. that 
town. The mail-cart was on its way from Bhewanee to Loha- 
roo, under the escort of the sowars of the latter state, when a 
band of five dacoits suddenly coming up inflicted a severe 
wound on one of the horsemen with a lathie. On this the 
latter and his companions drew their swords and wounded 
one of their assailants, The robbers then fled, and ‘the 
Nawab’s men conveyed the mail safely to Loharoo. Mean-— 
while His Highness despatched his Head Thanahdar in pur- 
suit, who, after mach trouble and fatigue, at last succeeded im — 


( 8s ) 
tracing two of them to a town in the territory ‘of the Rajah of 
Nabha, and captured them with the aid of a Thanahdar of the 
Maharajah of Puttiala. The other three dacoits fled towards 
Ulwur. The case was brought up before the Nawab for trial, 
and the two offenders, who pleaded guilty, were sentenced to 
seven years’ rigorous imprisonment each, together with a fine - 
of Rs. 500, or in default to eighteen months’ further imprison- 
ment, The Head.Thanahdar and other men who distinguished 
themselves by their services in the capture of the robbers were 
duly rewarded by the Nawab. 


The writer takes this occasion to enlogize the Newab of 
Loharoo for his good administration, and his loyalty and zeal — 
to Government. Since his accession to the throne he has in- 
troduced many improvements in the state, and established a 
school and a dispensary there. | 


A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbdr, of the 22nd July, 
commends the Divan of Seekur (Jeypore) for having laid out 
an excellent garden, and constructed a pucka tank anda well 
in that state. Close to these a magnificent school-house has also 
been built under the name of Dhurm Salla, for giving instruc- 
tion in Sanscrit to such persons as may be desirous of study- 
ing that language. The number of students at present is 49, 
who, besides free. tuition, are supplied with food and clothing 
by the Divan. } | 


The same correspondent complains of the extortions said to. 
be practised by the officials of Luchhmungurh, a dependency 
of Seekur. They are stated to be in the habit of seizing travel- 
lers who pass that way, and compelling them to submit to: 
their unlawful demands by requiring them to find a surety,. 
which of course the poor men are unable to do on account 
of being strangers in the city. In support of this statement: 
 the'writer mentions the case of a Hindoostanee traveller, who : 
passed through the city with his wife on his way to Nagore. : 
As usual:he was arrested on the charge that the woman -he 
had with him had been seduced away from some place, and 
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hail was insisted-on. It was not till the writer offered himself 
as a surety for the poor man, and he had made g present of Rs. 3 e. 
to the: head of the police, that he was released. 


~The Malwah Akhbdr, of the 25th July, miele a of thé 


tesiehey of thefts in the city of Indore, and takes the peice 
to task for their mismanagement. 


A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbar, of the 1st August, 
invites attention to the extortions said to be practised by the 
collectors of octroi at Hydrabad. By way of example, it is 
mentioned that a person who went to the city in search of 
employment was required to pay an octroi duty of Rs. 10 on 
a pair of old shawls which formed part of his personal dress, and’ 
notwithstanding all his remonstrances as to the illegality of 
charging octroi on‘such things was compelled to pay. 


The writer also notices a strange custom said to exist in the 
money-order office belonging to the Residency. When any 
person ‘wishes to obtain a money-order ‘he has to pay in the 
English coin, but at the time of cashing one the receiver is paid 
in the current coin of the state, with an excess at the rate 
of Rs. 16-14-0 per cent., although the difference in the value of 
the English and the Hydrabad rupee varies from Rs. 20 to 
22 per cent. In this way the receiver suffers a loss of Rs. 4 
or 5 per cent. The writer considers this extremely unjust, | 


and is of opinion that the office should pay in thé same coin: 
as it receives from the people, — 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Mujid-i-Am, of the 15th July, remarks on the useful-- 
ness of the Law Class attached to the Muir Central College. 
at Allahabad, Persons studying at it obtain diplomas én-- 
tithing them to practise as Pleaders after three years’ study, ‘ 
without any partiality being shown or unfair means being used, 
and without the difficulties which are experienced at. the: 
annual examination of candidates for Pleaderships, held at the; 


Headquarters of the different Divisions by. Committees nomi-. 
nated for the purpose. -- 


“A 
> 
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~: For. this reason the Editor is of opinion, that Government 
should extend the benefits of so usefal'a system by creating-a. 
law. class in contiection with:the other colleges in the North 
West such as Agra and Bareilly. Benares being so near Al- 
Tahabad. need not, he thinks, have a separate class of its own: 

The Koh-i-Nur, of the 19th July, regrets to observe that; 
though complaints of the mismanagement of the Punjab Uni- 
versity have repeatedly been noticed in it, the attention of the 
authorities has not been attracted. Besides, what has been > 
already written on the subject, the Editor mentions the follow- 
ing complaints in connection with the institution : — 


(2) While some of the examinees who obtained a few 
marks less than the prescribed minimum were passed, by being 
allowed three and even four marks of grace, others were not 
favoured with this indulgence. The Editor is at a loss to 
account for this. 


_(b) The marks obtained by the students, who took up a 
few subjects only this year, have in some cases been added to 
those they got in the examination of 1871 or 1872: while in 
others this has not been done. ) 


(cy) The students of the Government zillah school, who 
have passed the Entrance Examination of the University, 
have been required to draw up agreements binding them to 
prosecute their regular studies for the next two years, and not 
to read for the Calcutta University Examination. 


Similar agreements are called for from students of the 
‘Government College who have passed the L. A. Examination, 
viz., that they should stay on to pass the High Proficiency Test 
of the Punjab University, and should not go up for the Cal- 
cutta University Examination. Worse still, even if students 
were to agree to the terms dictated, they are not sure whether 


the University will adhere to its promises. 


-(d) Two students passed the L. A. Resnlantion of the 
‘Calcutta University, and were enrolled as candidates for the 
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High Proficiency Test of the Punjab University. This year, 
however, they were to appear at the L. A. Exainiuation of the : 
Punjab University, but were exempted from it on their prefer- 

ring complaints of the injustice of the course adopted-towards 

them. Scholarships have also been given in a way the Kdi- 

tor considers unjust. | | 
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